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April and in May.    The average number of days on
which rain falls is 13.
Although frequent showers of rain usually fall
from the beginning of June, the rainy season, strictly
speaking, cannot  be said to commence till from the
lOth  to the   rsth of the  month.    Until  that date, the
weather resembles very much what has been describ-
ed   in   characterizing   the   early   part   of    October.
There is the same pleasant variety of sunshine and
cloud during the early   part of the day, with  a more
settled westerly wind.    Early in the afternoon, as the
temperature of the atmosphere begins to decline, and
its capacity of dissolving vapor, in consequence, di-
minishes, watery fogs  begin to drift over the table-
land, and are not dispersed  until two or three hours
after sun-rise on the following morning.    These fogs
gradually augment in density   and humidity,   and set
in earlier, and disperse later, as the month advances.
The commencement of the monsoon  is  usually
preceded by at least one thunder squall, which  gives
various warnings of its approach.    In the'early and
middle part of the day, the air is found to be still and
sultry.    Dense, dark, lowering clouds gradual^ begin
to gather in the South East;   the general stillness is
now broken by the occasional  muttering of  distant
thunder,   and,  by  strong and sudden gusts of  wind
from the same quarter of the horizon, the masses of
clouds rapidly thicken as they advance, and at length,
let fall their surcharged moisture in a heavy torrent of
rain amid the most beautiful and vivid lightning, and
amid peals of thunder which reverberate from  moun-
tain  to mountain,  with  a grand and terrific  effect.